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bhai's lead in his constructive campaign just as you did when
he led you against the Government; will you take up the burden
of constructive work, or will you hang back? Remember, if you
fail in this, all the fruits of your victory will be lost and the peas-
ant's last state will be worse than their first in spite of one lakh
of enhanced assessment that they might save as a result of this
struggle.
REPAIR AND RECONSTRUCTION
Look at the condition of the roads in your taluk. The local
volunteers can clean them up and set them in proper order by a
couple of days' effort if they like. And once they are set in
order, it should not need more than half an hour's instruction
daily to teach the villagers how to keep them in a fit condition.
You may doubt, but you may take it from me that there is a very
close connection between this sort of work and swaraj. Driving
out the English will not by itself establish swaraj in India. Of
course we must fight when our liberty is interfered with. But what
next? Do we want the swaraj of barbarism, freedom to live like pigs
in a pigsty without let or hindrance from anybody? Or do we
want the swaraj of orderliness in which every man and everything
is in his or its proper place? Only yesterday I had to motor from
Vankaner to Bardoli, the journey well nigh finished me. The road
was so wretched. This reminds me of a similar incident that once
happened in Champaran. The road was bad, but the volunteers
there put their shoulders to the wheel and forthwith made the neces-
sary repairs without waiting for anybody's help. Do not think
that I am complaining about roads because of yesterday's expe-
rience. We ought to learn to keep our roads in good repair.1
It is no use saying that this is the duty of the Government and not
yours. The Government has no doubt many a grievous sin to
answer for. Let us not impute our sins also to the Government or
use the latter's lapses to justify ours. Enough unto tie day is the
evil thereof. Surely the Government cannot prevent us from re-
pairing our roads if we want to.
VILLAGE SANITATION
Then, may I ask you what you have done to popularize the
principles of sanitation and hygiene in the villages? It involves
no complications as in untouchability. It only puts to the test
our sincerity and depth of feeling towards those amongst whom
1 This and the preceding sentence are from Navajwan.